RMCUCC Article for January 2012
Prof. Marcus J. Borg 

Uncovering Hope: Jesus, Justice, and the Compassionate Life
A Weekend Lecture Series at Plymouth Congregational UCC in Fort Collin, CO
The Plymouth Visiting Scholar Series is very pleased to present Marcus J. Borg at a weekend lecture series on April 13-14, 2012 at Plymouth Congregational UCC in Fort Collins, CO.  The topic for the series is Uncovering Hope: Jesus, Justice, and the Compassionate Life.  Prof. Borg will present one lecture on Friday evening, April 13, followed by two lectures on Saturday, April 14.  He will also preach at both services at Plymouth on Sunday, April15.  We also plan to have a selection of his recent books available for sale at this event with opportunities to have books signed by the author.
The Lectures: 
7:00 PM Friday, April 13:  “Ways of Seeing Jesus in American Christianity Today”

“The lecture briefly describes four common ways of seeing Jesus in American Christianity today and their impact on what it means to be Christian. Then it develops a historical-metaphorical understanding of Jesus that sets him and early Christianity in their world of the first century.  What was he like, what was his purpose, and what might it mean to follow him? “
10:00 AM Saturday, April 14:  “Redeeming Christian Language: Learning to Speak Christian Again”

“Being Christian includes “speaking Christian” – using and understanding Christian language.  Christian language is in crisis today.  It is an increasingly unfamiliar language to millions; and it is often seriously misunderstood by many who are familiar with it; hence the need to redeem Christian language – to free it from its captivity to conventional meanings.”
1:30 PM Saturday, April 14:  “The Dream of God: Peace, Justice, Compassion & Transforming the World”

“Christians speak often of God’s “mercy” and “righteousness,” and that these are qualities we are to emulate.  But these words in modern English mean something very different from what they mean in the Bible.  “Compassion” and “justice” are most often a better translation.  Along with peace, these constitute “the dream of God” of a transformed world in the Bible.  What might this triad mean for American Christians today?  What are the issues in our time?”

Registration and Tickets:
Prof. Borg’s lectures and books have become increasingly popular and we expect the weekend lecture series to attract many people from the Fort Collins region and the Rocky Mountain Conference of the UCC.  You are encouraged to make reservations early for this event as tickets may sell out.  Tickets for all three lectures are $50.00; tickets for individual lectures are $20.00 each.  Student tickets (with ID) are half price.  Registration and tickets information is available on-line at www.BorgFortCollins.com.  Plymouth has printed brochures and posters for this event that you can request for display at your church.  Requests for these materials may be sent by email to BorgFortCollins@GMAIL.COM or PDF copies of these materials can also be downloaded from the event web site www.BorgFortCollins.com.  

To register and purchase your tickets, please mail completed registration forms with your check payable to: 

Plymouth Congregational UCC

Attention: Borg Lectures

916 West Prospect Road

Fort Collins, CO 80526-1924
Please send all questions and special requests for this event to our email address BorgFortCollins@GMAIL.COM .

Interested in Home-Stay?

As part of Plymouth’s Extravagant Welcome to visitors who will be traveling some distance to attend the lectures, we will be offering home-stay opportunities to those who wish to stay with Plymouth members who have extra room to host visitors for a night or the weekend.  If you are interested in the home-stay option, please provide your contact information and accommodation needs in the appropriate spaces on the registration form.  Someone from Plymouth will contact you and seek to match your needs with the available hosts at Plymouth.
About Borg:

Marcus J. Borg is a distinguished Biblical scholar and author who lectures widely overseas and across North America.  He is a fellow of the Jesus Seminar, holds a Doctor of Philosophy degree from Oxford University and is Hundere Distinguished Professor of Religion and Culture, an endowed chair, at Oregon State University, from which he retired in 2007. He is among the most widely-known and influential voices in progressive Christianity today.

Marcus Borg is the author of eighteen books, including the best-sellers Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time (1994); Reading the Bible Again for the First Time (2001), and The Heart of Christianity (2003).  His latest books are Speaking Christian (2011); Putting Away Childish Things (a novel – 2010). He is also a prominent contributor to the Living the Questions DVD discussion series.
Marcus Borg is recognized as a leading voice of progressive Christianity in America.  Peter Gomes, author of The Good Book, put it this way:
“Borg is one of the very few New Testament scholars of our age whose learning is so lucid that it takes the Bible back from the specialists and makes it available in all its complexity and splendor to the general reader: nothing short of a blessing, even a miracle!  If Marcus Borg did not exist, we would have to invent him for we have no better guide to the recovery of an authentic Christian faith for these difficult times than this articulate and prolific public theologian.”

