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Conference Minister’s Annual Report 2008

I continue to celebrate the good work that we are able to do together as the Rocky Mountain Conference of the United Church of Christ.  It seems as though each time a task is completed a new challenge is presented. When faced with an opportunity serve God’s purposes, our people faithfully step forward with their gifts and skills to answer God’s call.  We join forces with our Global Partners in Venezuela and embrace our global village through our work with the mission and ministries of the United Church of Christ.  Truly, the sun never sets on the mission field of the Rocky Mountain Conference.  

Last August I had the opportunity to travel with one of our mission teams to Venezuela.  We were greeted with warm hospitality.  We then were invited to  celebrate the 10th anniversary of our Global Partnership and the 50th anniversary of the Union of the Evangelical Pentecostal Church of Venezuela.  It was inspiring to see how the UEPV was working to serve the most basic human needs of the poorest people in Venezuela.  I found it to be a humble reminder of what it means to be God’s servants.  

The delegates at last year’s Annual Meeting asked the Board of Directors to appoint a Task Force to create an endowment plan for our conference.  I thought this would be an easy routine assignment of finding a template and plugging in the information for the Rocky Mountain Conference.  We started with half day meetings and soon went to full day meetings as we worked through the creation of five separate documents needed to bring the plan back to this year’s delegates for consideration.  I believe we have created a very solid plan, which may be useable as a template for others.  We owe a vote of gratitude to Robb Lapp, Alice Silver, Harley Tripp, Larry McCulloch, and Nelson Murphy (who served as our National consultant) for their faithful, and at times intense, attention to the “trees as well as the forest.”  

We have remained focused on our 10-year conference priority of increasing average weekly worship attendance by 5% per year.  We have brought in reinforcements to assist us in our efforts to reach this goal.  We have contracted with Paul Nickerson for coaching and consulting with our churches.  I celebrate the fact that our national Local Church Ministries have supported our plan and are helping subsidize the cost of Paul’s work with us.  In February we were able to invite Hal Youngblood to come back and work with us for 10 months.  Hal is working with many of our congregations as a consultant, coach and trainer, constantly looking for more ways of connecting with people in our communities.  

Parker United Church of Christ is our most recent new church start.  With the approval of our Board of Directors, a small committed core group of people is working feverishly to establish this new congregation.  I have also been in conversation with the leaders of a small African American congregation in downtown Denver exploring the possibility of their becoming a new UCC congregation.   

Sometimes I need to remind myself that change is inevitable.  It is easy to get flustered if you expect things to remain the same and they don’t.  This year we have had several changes on our staff.  Last summer we said good-bye to Priscilla Corsi and welcomed Lorraine Pearson and in the fall we said farewell to Roberto Marcantonio and welcomed Jenny Goring to our staff.  Lorraine and Jenny have both stepped into their jobs quickly and seemingly with ease.  They have both become highly valued members of our team.  I am appreciative of the fact that David Popham has remained a steady and reliable staff colleague, and I am grateful for the gifts and talents that he brings to our staff.  

On a personal note, I want to thank the Board of Directors for encouraging me to get current on my pilot’s license.  I love being able to get back in the air and look forward to using the plane for some of my business travel plans.  This spring, my wife, Betsy, retired after 20 years of teaching 6th graders.  With her new found freedom of schedule, I look forward to occasions when she may be able to accompany me on my travels around the Conference. 

Good things continue to happen in the our Conference.  I am honored to serve with you in the many varied mission fields that God has put before us.      
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“Here is a test to find whether your mission on earth is finished:  


		If you’re alive, it isn’t.”


Richard Bach, “Illusions”











