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Rev. Todd Smiedendorf, Campus Minister
Another two semesters blew by at CU and at PRISM.  Our students moved forward a little on their educational path towards graduation.  Three made it to the end!  Movement and change is the norm in campus ministry.  These young adults are in the process of considering new ideas, learning lessons, and maturing by the month.  PRISM was a part of that journey.
This year’s highlights were the continuation of the Coming Out Faithful program, Wednesday night Food and Faith gatherings, new initiatives of co-sponsoring and cooperation with other campus groups, and our worktrip to the Pine Ridge Reservation, home of Lakota Nation people.  
UMHE/PRISM has a proud history of inclusiveness and advocacy, particularly for the GLBT community.  Coming Out Faithful is a weekly meeting where students of any faith tradition who are struggling with coming out as queer or as an ally and still being faithful can talk to and hear from GLBT people of faith who have already walked this journey.  The CU GLBT Resource Center, Hillel, and the Open Door Fund of Boulder County are co-sponsors.   COF continues to provide a unique safe space for students found nowhere else at CU-Boulder.
But COF is not the only place that PRISM is connecting with other groups.  A new initiative of cooperation has begun between PRISM, Canterbury Colorado (Episcopal), Lutheran Campus Ministry (ELCA), and Wesley Fellowship (United Methodist).  We have shared a Bible study class, and movie nights.  More is to come!
Each Wednesday night our students gather to eat a home cooked meal from one of our sponsoring churches, to talk with each other, to hear a program, and then to have some Spirit time together.  Programs included the Peace Corp, the film Call Me Malcolm, writing Haiku poetry, and meeting representatives from the Thunder Valley Community of the Pine Ridge Reservation.

Meeting people from Thunder Valley was a part of our preparation for our annual worktrip.  This year we went to Pine Ridge Reservation to learn about the proud and painful history of the Lakota there, and about the present struggle for justice and dignity.  Working with the nonprofit organization Re-Member, our students built bunk beds and offered service in other ways while also hearing the stories of the people and the wisdom of Lakota elders.  The highlight of the trip was continuing to build a relationship with the Thunder Valley Community (thundervalley.org) who invited us to help them build a service building on their sacred ceremonial grounds that will support those who come for traditional Lakota ceremony throughout the summer.  We were honored by the invitation and are raising money for building materials right now and looking for construction volunteers to go along in anticipation of a trip later this summer to construct the building.  Bring your enthusiasm and skill and come along or sponsor a door or a 2x4!
Your support for PRISM/UMHE is deeply appreciated and vital. Historic funding sources continue to decline and the downturn in the economy adds to the challenge.  Our response is to continue to proclaim the progressive, inclusive mission of PRISM and to foster creativity and curiosity about the shape of a 21st century campus ministry.  

Thanks for coming to campus with us!

