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OUTreach has completed three successful years of operating a once-a-week after-school drop-in center for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Questioning youth and their friends.  Our average attendance is 30 youth who are thrilled to find a safe space where they can be themselves.  They say about OUTreach:

“It takes the stress out of everyday life” Megan

“It makes me a stronger person” Matt

“It reminds me that I’m not alone” Jason

To further meet the needs of our gay youth, we are expanding into new areas.  Since the Utah legislature mandates an abstinence-only sex education, we are offering an abstinence-plus sex education curriculum developed in partnership with the health department, an AIDS coalition, and Planned Parenthood.  We host parent night to teach parents to discuss safe sex practices with their children.  We offer safe sex classes to minors and adults.  We are also developing a curriculum on leadership and life skills for our youth.

Utah has the tenth highest teen suicide rate in the nation; the rate for gay youth is three times higher.  OUTreach is the only advocate for gay youth on a newly-formed task force developing suicide prevention programs for schools.  
We have worked with the Reverend Russell Baker in mentoring the Bountiful Community Church in developing a Gay Straight Net for youth. We are thrilled that they are holding their grand opening on May 20, 2008.   

To solidify our presence in the community and attract funders, we plan to reorganize OUTreach into its own non-profit organization with 501(c)3 tax status.  
For several years, the Rocky Mountain Conference has funded us as the only place for gay youth in Northern Utah.  This support is invaluable and deeply appreciated.   


