Love In the Name of Christ

Love INC of the Yampa Valley

The Mission Statement (purpose) of Love INC of the Yampa Valley:
Love In the Name of Christ of the Yampa Valley mobilizes the Church, in collaboration with area service providers, to meet the unmet needs of individuals.

What has transpired within this past year?  
2007 Clearing House Overview

 Total number of requests received


1,008

 Number of requests served



1,004

 Number of requests/needs referred from churches
157

 Number of requests/needs referred from agencies

368

 Number of requests/needs referred from individuals
483

 Total number of outgoing referrals made by Love INC
1,554

 Number of needs served by churches


741

 Number of needs served by agencies


813

 Number of single adults served



1,222

 Number of children (0-18) served



825

 Number of churches serving



 31

In what ways has God worked through Love INC?

Project reports

Community Coat Drive-Area churches provided volunteers who gave out more than 510 coats (plus many new or used gloves, hats, and the like). People throughout the Yampa Valley donated new and gently used coats and Loyd’s Cleaners in Craig cleaned the used coats and provided a central collection point. Needy individuals in five communities benefited from this project.
Project School Supply-Church and community members donated 97 new backpack filled with school supplies. These were distributed to needy students in 6 Yampa Valley communities.

Car Care Clinic Ministry-Located at First Baptist Church, this ministry is organized by John Furman and run by “small groups” at the church. In 2007 approximately 45 vehicles were given a general once-over for seniors, disabled individuals, and single mothers. Oil changes, help with repairs, and gently-used tires were provided to several needy clients.

Clothing for Kids Ministry-Developed and hosted by Calvary Baptist Church, this ministry was organized by Janet Wright with a little help from Love INC. In 2007 approximately 35 children, Kindergarten through high school received two NEW sets of clothing. Calvary Baptist Church volunteers carefully boxed or gift-bagged each set and enclosed a lovely gift card from the   donor. Then volunteers from Calvary and other churches were organized to delivered the clothing to each child. As a follow-up, each child and family was prayed for and then sent a card letting them know they were in our prayers.
Thanksgiving Meal Ministry-Organized by First Baptist Church and Calvary Baptist Church, this ministry was headed by John Furman and Pat Jones in 2007. This year approximately 45-50 individuals at Sunset Meadow I and II and men and women at one of our local boarding houses were served home-cooked, traditional Thanksgiving meals. One of the best parts about the day was that the volunteers were able to sit down and share a meal and fellowship time with all thee wonderful people.
Used-Furniture Ministry –volunteers were coordinated from several churches to deliver more than 389+ pieces of furniture to at 71 needy families in Moffat and Routt Counties. 

Food Pantry Ministry –Love INC coordinated churches to make deliveries of food to over 334 needy people in 2007.

Personal Needs Ministry - Approximately 86 families were given a helping hand through this ministry, most of the needs were hand delivered by church volunteers from First Congregational Church, UCC in Craig.  

Budget Class Ministry-This ministry at present is still coordinated by the Love INC Clearing House. In 2007 six families were enrolled for the budget help they needed but only two families completed a class. Calvary Baptist Church, in conjunction with Love INC, developed a youth budget class and 5 youth received a “Certificate of Graduation” in 2007.
      Although the Love INC strategy used by area churches stresses aid to clients in non-financial ways, it is often determined that financial aid is appropriate. In 2007, Love INC recorded over $15,900.00 in financial aid given from churches to the needy in our community. These needs were all verified through the Love INC Resource Center (Clearinghouse). 

Giving to the Community

Estimated Dollar value of Goods, Services, and Referrals

Volunteer time: 1,952.75 hours / est. value $35,227.61
Clearinghouse: 2,663 hours / est. value $48,050.52
Estimated value of physical goods: $47,350.00
Total: $130,668.13
Other Acts of Generous Giving in 2006

2 used cars were given for an estimated value of $2,500.00.

 Love INC recorded 133+ visits made by church members in 2007. (priceless)

Other services such as transportation, personal counseling, diapers, prayer, moving assistance, cutting firewood, processing wildgame, house cleaning, free laundry and showers, and more were provided to those in need by the volunteers sent from our area churches.

A Love Story
   A single father and been off of work for two months and owed a lot of back rent. He had used the rest of his money to pay as much of the November rent as he could but he needed that and the rent for December. He called. Payday was coming soon but eviction was coming sooner…could we find help? 

   After verifying, Love INC referred him to three of our local helping agencies for assistance with rent and food. We also referred him to Christmas for Kids and he told us the teacher at school had sent him to Christmas for Kids earlier so he was on the list. He applied for help at the Independent Life Center who said they’d do a large portion of the rent if we could find help with the rest. The Community Budget Center did $100.00. St. Mark’s Episcopal Church and Craig’s First Baptist Church both helped with $50.00 and the client came up with the last $80.00. The First Congregational United Church of Christ delivered personal needs to help free up money so he could pay that last $80. Calvary Baptist Church adopted them for Christmas and their volunteers shopped for fun presents and a Christmas dinner and delivered it to them. (Because it was just the two of them, they got T-bone steaks instead of turkey!) The young father and his son have started attending one of the churches that helped. 

   Churches working with agencies can make a difference. When Christ’s love is shown through church volunteers reaching out and agencies being available, despair can be changed into hope.  

I apologize again for the length of this report. Feel free to use only the sections that you need. As you can see, our churches are working diligently to meet needs everyday, and Love INC continues to verify those requests to ensure each request is a true need.

Love In the Name of Christ,

Patricia Jones

Executive Director

Love INC of the Yampa Valley
