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Thank you to the 16 churches of the Rocky Mountain Conference who made gifts of support for theological education in 2007 in the amount of $10,629!   Chicago, United and Eden Seminaries are only able to carry out their vital mission on all our behalf with the help of churches like yours.
The good news from our seminaries:
· Enrollment continues to be strong, including an increasing number of younger students 
· Total enrollment (full-time equivalent) – over 650 total, 200 are UCC 

· Number of UCC M.Div. students – 130  / nearly half of all M.Div.’s are under 35

· Students are preparing for a variety of leadership roles within our churches and larger society 

· Each seminary reports an excitement and deep commitment among faculty and students for the work and study they are engaged in.
· Faithful reflection and scholarship is carried out at our seminaries that continue to strengthen our theological heritage and our daily lives of faith

· Our seminaries provide invaluable resources to conference and association annual meetings, to conference-based lay education programs, as well as providing a variety of continuing education options for current church pastors and leaders

We are blessed daily by the gifts our seminaries have to offer and by the critical role they play in our life of faith.  At the same time costs at our seminaries continue to increase, making the impact of your support more critical than ever:  
· Average annual tuition – $11,000  /  Average annual cost to seminary per student – $33,000
· Average portion of total cost* covered by tuition – 33% 

*It is important to remember that our seminaries do NOT receive ANY direct financial support from our denomination.  Support from each of our churches is critical to their ability to cover the difference between costs and tuition.

· Average portion of total cost covered by CUE – 7%

Special recognition also goes to the following churches who have provided new or increased support in 2007:

Kirk of Bonnie Brae UCC, Denver

United Church of Montbello, Denver

Congregational UCC, Douglas

Saint John's UCC, Greeley

Faith United Church of Christ, Windsor
Thank you ALL for your support for Chicago, United and Eden Seminaries!
