CROSSROADS URBAN CENTER, Salt Lake City, Utah 

Crossroads Urban Center is a nonprofit, grassroots organization which assists and organizes low income, disabled, and minority Utahns to meet basic survival needs and to address essential issues affecting quality of life. Established in 1966, Crossroads is a multi-faith, community based project related to the Rocky Mountain Conference of the United Church of Christ.

Among our many programs:

The Luisa E. Lema Emergency Food Pantry is the busiest food pantry in Utah, serving 25,974 households containing 60,350 members in 2007. Our Thrift Store distributed clothing and household goods free of charge to families containing a total of 13,131 people. Holiday Food Distributions at Thanksgiving and Christmas and our emergency fund program also serve thousands.

The Community Food Co-Op of Utah offers low cost, nutritional food while promoting volunteerism. We have over 5,500 members purchasing 2,300 food packages each month through 45 volunteer-run distribution teams on the Wasatch Front. and beyond

The Coalition of Religious Communities (CORC) represents 17 faith communities addressing economic justice issues. CORC has been instrumental in reducing Utah’s food tax, improving regulation of payday lenders, and advocating for fair wages for low income workers.

The Anti-Hunger Action Committee (AHAC) is a group of low income people working to improve the quality of life for all Utahns experiencing food insecurity. In 2007, AHAC members engaged in activities to highlight the need to permanently restore vision and dental services for Medicaid recipients, and improve access to public transportation and health care.

The Community Housing Advocacy Project (CHAP) works to preserve and increase low income housing opportunities in Utah. Our focus in 2007 was on the preservation of scarce single room occupancy (SRO) units and public housing in Salt Lake City, and the establishment of a national housing trust fund. 

The Utah Resident Owned Communities (UROC) Project is creating opportunities for the cooperative ownership of mobile home parks by residents, especially those whose homes are threatened by redevelopment. In addition to public policy and public awareness activities, UROC worked extensively with three manufactured housing communities in 2007. 

As the convener of the Utah Poverty Partnership (UPP), Crossroads again brought together dozens of low income people and their allies at the fourth annual Poverty Summit in September 2007 to frame a common agenda in the struggle against poverty in Utah. 

