2008 Report of the Justice and Peace Ministry Team
The Justice and Peace Ministry Team was formed two years ago as part of restructuring the Conference. Its prior incarnation was the Justice and Peace Task Force, which was more of an affinity group of folk interested in justice and peace work, who tended to cluster up and down the Front Range. In becoming a formal Ministry Team, representation now includes members from all Rocky Mountain Conference Associations, and the focus of the working group has shifted from pushing issues of self interest driven by the members towards asking how the new Ministry Team can help congregations in the conference address issues of justice and peace that are germane to their local settings. With a conference as geographically and culturally diverse this is a daunting task. Much of the year we have spent meeting together has revolved around trying to figure out how to focus and manage various priorities.
In conjunction with the sub-theme of the Annual Meeting being intentionally “green,” the Ministry Team is submitting a resolution for the Conference to consider, along with resources which can be picked up at the Team’s display table.

In the near future the Ministry Team is going to be working on fleshing out what it means to live intentionally for the “common good.” We will certainly be refocusing on issues of healthcare, immigration, eco-justice, among others. In order to facilitate networking among congregations on issues of justice and peace the Team is putting together an open and participatory blog where members of RMCUCC congregations can post items of interest, and share what they are doing to work for a more just and peaceful world.

This year you have been represented in Utah by Linda Dolsen and Tom Szalay, in Wyoming by Jeff Dodson, in the Western Association by Cynthia Chertos and Kathy Norgard, in the Southeast by Doug Gale and David Shaw, in the Northeast by Victoria Gardner-Placker and James Watson, and in Metro Denver by Kate Goodspeed, Bob Kinsey, Kritsina Lizardi-Hajbi and Bob West.
Grace and peace,

James T. Watson, Chair
