2008 Annual Business Meeting 
Minutes

June 13, 2008

Call to Order: 1:40 p.m. in the Sanctuary of First Congregational UCC, Rock Springs, WY

Welcome: Rev. Harvey Joyner, Pastor of First Congregational UCC, welcomed all and gave a brief overview and history of Rock Springs and their church.

Opening Meditation: Hal Youngblood – “Experience of Transformation.”
Group Building:  Led by Glen Brown and Benjamin Broadbent – Attendees divided into four groups and then wrote/read/shared answers to four questions.

Declaration of Quorum:  Lorraine Pearson confirmed a quorum of 2/3 delegates/churches in attendance.

Adoption of Agenda: M/P 06/13/08
Adoption of Standing Rules for Annual Meeting: M/P 06/14/08

Appointment of Parliamentarian:  Jean Wade was appointed
Announcement of Business Committee:  Tom Rehling; Benjamin Broadbent; Janet Hepp

Introduction of Conference Board of Directors and Staff:  Tom Rehling introduced the BOD and thanked them for their time and energies serving the RMC.  He made special thanks to those whose terms expired this year:  Benjamin Broadbent; Maurine Hale; Harley Tripp; Jack Wieczorek; and Kirk Wilkinson.  

Tom Rehling introduced the RMC Staff - Jenny Goring; Lorraine Pearson; David Popham; Jean Wade; and Hal Youngblood.

Introduction of Special Guests:  Paul Nickerson and Nelson Murphy; JoAnne Bogart was recognized as UCC Education Consultant serving the Western Region of the UCC.
Grant Voice but Not Vote: To Paul Nickerson and Nelson Murphy M/S/P 06/14/08
Grant Voice and Vote: Ridgeway UCC; Parker UCC; 1st Samoan – Aurora UCC; Union Cong. UCC Ward M/S/P 06/14/08
Review of 10-year Priority: Tom Rehling shared his thoughts regarding the 10-year growth plan.
5% AWA Growth Award: Lakewood UCC:  Harvey Joyner introduced the Millers who represented Lakewood UCC to accept this award.

BREAK
Speak Outs: Stuart Haskins; Alice Silver; Robb Lapp; and Todd Schmiedendorf
5% AWA Growth Award: First Congregational UCC – Boulder: George Worcester introduced Martie McMane, and congregation members in attendance, to receive their award.

Staff Reports:  David Popham reminded those in attendance of the Clergy Retreat. (flyer in registration packet)  He discussed Outdoor Ministries; introduced camp volunteers in attendance; Explained camp costs and comparison to other area church camps; Discussed the financial goals for 2008; GLBT Retreat directed by Glen Brown, which will be in the Salt Lake City area; Additionally, shared information on Outdoor Ministries with regards to Benchmarks, Event Designations, C-vent (on-line registration system) and costs saved with use.

Hal Youngblood presented “Lines of Invitation Evangelism.” He shared the ideas regarding thriving/declining churches; transforming lives; Tipping for Change; Hospitality; Survival Systems of Churches; Visions/Missions.
5% AWA Growth Award: Union Congregational UCC – Crested Butte:  Harley Tripp accepted the award on behalf of this church.

La Foret Report:  Linda Redwine, President La Foret BOD, presented the La Foret revised Mission Statement and shared their vision for the future.  She shared the Master Plan items; program needs – to include developing adult facilities – additional children’s cabins; Strategic Plan for Ministry; the La Foret BOD in attendance were introduced and thanked.

Nominating Committee Report:  Janet Hepp presented the report.  She thanked her fellow members of the committee for their assistance in engaging volunteers.  Janet reviewed the open spots and asked that each Association discuss at their meetings later that day. With a request to inform her of any additional volunteers they may have for the committees.  Copies of the Nominating Committee Report/vacancies were given to each Association.

5% AWA Growth Award: Christ Congregational UCC– Pueblo: Maurine Hale introduced Derek Krehbiel who accepted the award.

Review of June 14 Agenda and remaining activities: Tom Rehling reminded the delegation of the next day’s agenda and remaining activities.
Annual Business Meeting – Break at 4:30 p.m. for Association Meeting, Dinner, Worship and Fellowship

2008 Annual Business Meeting 
Minutes

June 14, 2008
Called to Order: 9:12 a.m.

Speak Outs: Cindy Sweat; Merv Bangert: Sally Palmer; Western Association
5% AWA Growth Award: Broadmoor Community UCC: Maurine Hale accepted the award on behalf of the church.

Keynote Speaker:  Hal Youngblood introduced Paul Nickerson.  Rev. Nickerson spoke on church growth and vitality.  His PowerPoint presentation “Vital Congregations Can Make a Difference” highlighted several different points that encourage growth and faith in a congregation.  
BREAK
Speak Out: Jon Dodson

5% AWA Growth Award: First Congregational UCC – Loveland: Jo Ostwald introduced James Watson who accepted on behalf of the church.

Endowment Committee:  Harley Tripp gave a brief overview of the Endowment Task Force’s labors and achievements over the last year.  He presented the five documents the task force had prepared.  He also explained how/what comprises an Endowment Board of Trustees.  Nelson Murphy also shared his additional thoughts regarding the policies.
After discussion was heard on the policies and by-laws the following motions were made:

Motion to approve the Endowment Fund of the RMCUCC as presented the by RMC Board of Directors - M/S/P 06/14/08
Motion to approve the By-Laws of the Endowment Fund of the RMCUCC as presented by the BOD - M/S/P 06/14/08
Motion to approve the Planned Giving and Endowment Fund Policy as presented by the RMC Board of Directors - M/S/P 06/14/08
5% AWA Growth Award: Bountiful UCC: Glen Brown introduced Russell Baker who accepted the award.

Resolutions:
Resolution # 1 - Trinity Church Resolution:  James Watson presented the resolution on behalf of the Justice and Peace Committee.  An amendment to the resolution to be inserted into its language under “THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED”, beginning of section 3, was introduced by Linda Redwine “We repudiate the vocabulary of hate in all its manifestation and resist…”  Discussion ensued regarding the resolution and its amendment.  

A motion to close discussion regarding the resolution and its amendment was called. M/S/P 06/14/08
A motion to accept the Trinity Church Resolution as amended.  M/S/P 06/14/08 see attached
5% AWA Growth Award: First Congregational UCC – Eastlake: Harvey Joyner introduced George McHendry who accepted the award for the church.
Resolution #2 – Becoming a Better Steward in Caring for the Earth: Kate Goodspeed presented the resolution on behalf of the Justice and Peace Committee.  She introduced a friendly word change in grammar only to the last sentence of THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED….commits ourselves to encourage the members, churches, agencies of the RMC readopt a lifestyle increasingly committed to living green.”  
Discussion ensued regarding the resolution.
A motion to close discussion regarding the resolution and its amendment was called. M/S/P06/14/08
A motion to accept the Becoming a Better Steward in Caring for the Earth as amended. M/S/P06/14/08  - See attached
Recognition of Kingsbury – Vernal, UT: By David Popham to Wendy Karen who represented the Kingsbury Community Church.
2009 RMC Clergy Compensation Guidelines: Harley Tripp presented the guidelines for the 2009 Budget Year which reflect a 4% increase in salary in respect to cost of living. M/S/P06/14/08
5% AWA Growth Award: Columbine UCC - Littleton: Rebecca Kemper Poos introduced Tom Byrnes who accepted the award.

Dan Wilkie, Grand Junction presented a motion encouraging the RMC to explore alternate ways to hold meeting through electronic mail, and media.  When possible have teams/committees meet on the same day, perhaps at Annual Meeting.  Discussion ensued regarding this motion.
A motion to close discussion was heard. M/S/P 06/14/08
A motion to accept M/S/P 06/14/08
Conference Minister’s Report: Tom Rehling began his report honoring the ministers of our conference and the UCC who passed away this past year.  Additionally, he introduced new clergy in attendance; reviewed the Top 10 OCWM Churches and OCWM per month; reviewed the 5 for 5 (19 churches) in our conference; reviewed his vision for the 10-year priorities; discussed new church interest; and Best UCC Resources.
To finalize the previous 5% AWA Growth awards and achievements, we celebrated the RMC’s 5% AWA Growth overall!!! 
Nominating Committee Report Review: Janet Hepp presented the Nominees to the delegation. Hearing no nominations from the floor M/S/P 06/14/08
Installation of New Committee Members
Next Year’s Meeting:  Marti McMane(et.al.) invited the delegation to First Congregational UCC – Boulder, for the 2009 Annual Meeting (6/12-6/15)

Recap of Remaining Schedule:  Tom Rehling reminded the delegation of the remaining itinerary.
Motion to Adjourn at 1:05 p.m.  M/S/P 06/14/08
************************************************************************
Please click below or return to the website to view the resolutions in PDF Format.
“Becoming Better Stewards on Caring for the Earth” Resolution


“Resolution In Support of Trinity UCC…” 



