Rocky Mountain Conference

UNITED CHURCH

OF CHRIST

Selective Divestment from Companies involved with Israel’s Occupation of the West Bank and Gaza, the building of the “security fence,” and the settlements within Palestinian territory
RECALLING all previous resolutions and statements regarding the Middle East expressed by the United Church of Christ and the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) separately and collectively through the Common Global Ministries Board and the affirmation the denominations have made of the World Council of Churches’ Decade to Overcome Violence, and

WHEREAS the United Church of Christ, along with other denominations and organizations, successfully used the divestment as a tool to bring justice in South Africa, and

WHEREAS the United Church of Christ has repeatedly affirmed that the State of Israel has a right to exist, and that the Palestinian people also have a right to their own state, whether it is through a one-state or two-state solution,

WHEREAS the United Church of Christ has called for an end to anti-Semitism in the United States and around the world, and has passed a resolution to this effect as recently as GS 2001, and

WHEREAS both the ancient Jewish people and the Palestinian people are known as Semitic and therefore charges of anti-Semitism are unfounded when targeting people who call for a just and equitable peace settlement in Israel/Palestine, or criticize the Palestinian policy of Israeli governments, and

WHEREAS, we condemn the violence on both sides of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, but also believe that the roots of terrorism begin in the unjust and inequitable situation in Israel/Palestine, and

WHEREAS many corporations based in or doing business in the United States are directly supporting the occupation of the West Bank and Gaza, the building of the “security fence,” the demolishing of Palestinian homes and olive groves, and the continuation of settlements within Palestinian territory, 

WHEREAS this resolution seeks to support Israeli peoples’ efforts for a just and peaceful settlement to the conflict,  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that we, the delegates to the 31st Annual Meeting of the Rocky Mountain Conference of the United Church of Christ, meeting in Grand Junction, Colorado, on June 10, 11, 12 2005: 

1. Call on the UCC Corporate Social Responsibility Ministry (CSR) to begin the process of helping the Pension Board and the United Church Foundation selectively divest from companies involved with Israel’s occupation of the West Bank and Gaza, the building of the “security fence,” and the continuation of settlements within Palestinian Territory. 

2. Call on CSR, once criteria for selective divestment have been developed, to provide educational material to other instrumentalities within the UCC, including the regional conferences and local churches, so that they may also consider divestment.

3. Call on CSR, also, to develop an exit strategy that defines the end of the selective divestment policy-- such as when Israel is completely out of the occupied territories and negotiating in good faith to develop a viable Palestinian state along guidelines similar to the Geneva Agreements. 
4. Call on all Rocky Mountain Conference Churches, UCC churches, UCC conferences, and instrumentalities, under the guidance of the CSR, to study the possibility of selective divestment from companies involved with Israel’s occupation of the West Bank and Gaza, the building of the “security fence,” and the continuation of settlements within Palestinian Territory.

Additional Information

Selective Divestment from Companies involved with Israel’s Occupation of the West Bank and Gaza, the building of the “security fence,” and the settlements within Palestinian territory

(Resolution Title)
1. State the purpose or proposed action of this resolution

To call upon the United Church of Christ, Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) Ministry to begin the process of divestment from companies involved with Israel’s occupation of the West Bank and Gaza, the building of the “security fence,” and the settlements within Palestinian Territory.  All Israeli settlements are deemed illegal by UN Security Council Resolution 242. Several other conferences are submitting divestment resolutions to General Synod, and our passing this resolution at our Annual Meeting will give additional weight to the divestment campaign at General Synod by enabling the Rocky Mountain Conference to sign on to or endorse such a divestment resolution.

2. The mission and/or teaching ministry of the Conference will be impacted in the following way by this resolution:

Churches within the Rocky Mountain Conference would be encouraged to study the possibility of divestment, under the guidelines developed by CSR, and with the encouragement and possible development of study materials by the Peace and Justice Task Force. 

3. Identify to whom this resolution is addressed and who will implement it on behalf of the Rocky Mountain Conference.

This resolution is addressed to the United Church of Christ, Corporate Social Responsibility Ministry..

4. Indicate estimated costs and where the money will come from.

None.

5. A report back may be called for.  If so, to whom, by whom, how and when?

General Synod delegates could report back to the Peace and Justice Task Force who could then report back to the conference. 

Submitted by: Rocky Mountain Conference, Peace and Justice Task Force, March 12, 2005

 Many nations will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of ht e Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.” The law will go out from Zion, the world of the Lord form Jerusalem.  He will judge between many peoples and will settle disputes for the strong nations far and wide. They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks.  Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore. Every man will sit under his own vine and under his own fig tree, and no one will make them afraid, for the Lord Almighty has spoken.  All the nations may walk in the name of their gods; we will walk in the name of the Lord our God for ever and ever.  Micah 4:2-4

Summary  This resolution recalls all previous resolutions urging the church and the U.S. government to resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in a just manner and requires the United Church of Christ. Corporate Social Responsibility Ministry to begin the process of divestment from companies involved with Israel’s occupation of the West Bank and Gaza, the building of the “security fence,” and the settlements within Palestinian Territory. All Israeli settlements are deemed illegal by UN Security Council Resolution 242.

Theological Rationale: We believe that God in love seeks blessing and not destruction for all peoples, and lays the same pursuit upon Jews, Christians and Muslims (Genesis 12:1-3, 17:15-20, 21:14-19; Joshua 5:13-15; Isaiah 42:5-7, 49:6; Jonah; Micah 4:2-4; Matthew 5:14-16, 5:23-24; Mark 3:35; Luke 6:27-36, 9:51-55, 10:25-37; John 3:16-17, 21:15-17; Revelation 22:1-2)

Background Over the past decades, the United Church of Christ, through General Synod and through other UCC instrumentalities, has used formal resolutions and statements to urge a just settlement to the Israel-Palestinian conflict.  These words have not succeeded in solving the conflict.  During the era of Apartheid in South Africa, the United Church of Christ, along with other denominations and organizations, successfully used divestment as a tool to bring justice to South Africa.  Mindful that divestment has been a successful tool in the past, we urge the use of selective divestment in bringing justice to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Because of the disastrous situation in Israel/Palestine, resolution is based on both a pro-Israeli and a pro-Palestinian people’s perspective.

DIVESTMENT INFORMATION ON THE WEB
General Information on Divestment Campaigns:

http://www.endtheoccupation.org/downloads/Palestine_divest_toolkit.pdf Toolkit on Divestment downloading from Global Exchange.   

http://www.endtheoccupation.org The basic website with a great deal of information on the occupation, including many links to divestment campaigns and other sorts of campaigns.

http://www.globalexchange.org A website that provides a wealth of information about Israel/Palestine, not just divestment.   Click on Israel/Palestine to find information on their Palestine Human Rights Campaign.
http://www.catdestroyshomes.org/ This is the website for a campaign specifically against the Caterpillar Corporation. 

http://www.globalministries.org/mee/leverage.pdf  This is a link to a paper written by the Global Ministries Middle East Office regarding economic leverage of churches around the Israel/Palestine conflict.

A Sampling of American University Divestment Campaigns:
http://www.rutgersdivest.org/ This is the website for Rutger’s University’s Divestment Campaign.

http://www.ucdivest.org/ This is the website for the University of California’s Divestment Campaign.
http://www.columbiadivest.org/ This is the website for Columbia University’s Divestment Campaign.

A Sampling of Information Religious Groups’ Divestment Campaigns:

http://www.pcusa.org/ga216/news/ga04121.html This is a good article about the Presbyterian Church’s Divestment Campaign

http://www.haaretzdaily.com/hasen/spages/543924.html An article in an Israeli newspaper regarding the February 2005 World Council of Church’s call for divestment.

http://www.cnionline.org/learn/divestment/ecusa.htm This is a website called “Council for the National Interest” and seems to be tracking religious groups divestment efforts.  The language of the website indicates that they strongly support divestment.  There are a series of articles on their website about the Canadian Anglicans and the Episcopal Church’s Divestment efforts.

Jewish Voices for Divestment and Economic Sanctions:

http://www.jewishvoiceforpeace.org/pressRelease.jsp?press_release_KEY=47&t=press.dwt A statement from Jewish Voices for Peace supporting divestment. Website includes a running total of the number (over 1300 when I looked) of refusniks within Israel.

http://www.endtheoccupation.org/article.php?id=1047 This is an article about the Israeli Committee to End House Demolitions.  Grassroots Israeli peace activists support divestment as well as other economic sanctions that go much deeper than selective divestment from corporations profiting from Israel’s Palestinian policy.

http://www.tikkun.org The website of the Tikkun magazine and organization. The March/April 2005 cover talks about “The Divestment Debate.” Here’s what Tikkun’s website says about Finkelstein’s article: “In his explosive article The Occupation's Spillover Effect, Norman G. Finkelstein argues that American Jewish elites are as responsible for the new anti-Semitism as the Occupation is.”
