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Recently Commissioned to a Specialized Music Ministry in the Metropolitan Denver Association of the Rocky Mountain Conference (March 22, 2009), retired engineer Walt Lofstrom had created a special children's after-school program two years ago at Parkview Congregational Church called Song-CAMP - Children's After-school Mentoring Project. Song-CAMP started as an experiment by singer-songwriter Walt and his singer-songwriter music partner Mary Morrissey - where they would try song- writing with the children and youth attending our Parkview annual LaForet camp. This month we celebrated our 2nd Anniversary on May 19th!

Song-CAMP is an after-school program brought to Colorado neighborhood communities by the leadership of Parkview Congregational Church - Song-CAMP's Director Walt Lofstrom, Assistant Director Mary Morrissey and our wonderful team of Parkview adult volunteers, in cooperation with Aurora Public Schools. We have become the featured after-school program of the Aurora Public School District.

Song-CAMP's three missions are:

· “Children Playing at Fame as Singer-Songwriters, Performers and Recording Stars!”

· “A Child's Gateway to encouraging and fostering Increased Learning and Self-Esteem through the magical art of Writing, Performing and Recording their own Songs!" 

· “Guiding children to freely express themselves creatively through Music and the Arts, for Life!”

These past two years, under our guidance, the children have enthusiastically written approximately 40 songs - which have been performed in six concerts at Parkview, one concert at the City of Aurora's 2008 “FallFest”, and two events at First Plymouth Congregational Church (First Annual Conference on Transformation, and Earth Day celebration). We have recorded the children’s songs on CD's and published them on the internet for listening by the public. We've had an exponentially growing number of website visits, totaling 81-thousand hits this past year alone. People from all over the United States and the world have posted affirmations of the work we've done.

Thanks to a wonderful $500 grant from the Rocky Mountain Conference, the enthusiastic support of Pastor Steve Hoffman and Retired Pastor Beth Robey Hyde, the members of Parkview Congregational Church, the Aurora Public Schools and support from The Food Bank of the Rockies and a food grant from Arapahoe County, our experiment has been transformed from a dream into a reality. We have offered seven 3-hour long, nine-week Song-CAMP semesters on Tuesday afternoons to the children the last two years (fall, winter and spring). We spend one hour of snacks and playtime, one hour of song-writing (usually completing a full song in that hour), followed by an hour of mentoring and creative time by our adult volunteers. Our focus has been on ministering to our church's two nearby elementary schools as one way for our 50-year-old community church to give back to and reconnect with the families presently living in our Parkview neighborhood. We’ve had an increase in popularity, reaching an attendance of 20 students and their families this past semester alone.

Please visit our http://www.Song-CAMP.org website to see photos and hear Song-CAMP in action. We at Parkview and the children cherish your comments. Please read our Guestbook and Reviews - sign our Guestbook or email us a Review. We gratefully invite your comments.

For more information on how Song-CAMP might work in your congregation and community, please contact Walt Lofstrom at Walt@Song-CAMP.org 

Blessings in Song,

Walt Lofstrom, C.M. - Director and Founder of Song-CAMP Mary Morrissey - Song-CAMP Assistant Director

