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OUTreach has completed its fourth year of operating the only drop in center in Northern Utah for gay lesbian bisexual transgender and questioning (GLBTQ) youth. It has served 85 youth this year. Average attendance on Wednesday night is 30 teens, which in March and April of 2009 increased to 41, with a high of 55. Last June when OUTreach graduated its first class of high school seniors, it opened a second night for ages 18+. Half a dozen young adults attend it.

At an April 2009 breakfast fundraiser, three OUTreach youth spoke spontaneously of their prior isolation and insecurity. They credited OUTreach with providing community and helping them become comfortable with who they are. An OUTreach parent pointed out the self-assurance and sparkle that the youth exhibit. These youth and families are our reason for being; all were touched by their unrehearsed remarks.

OUTreach has added the important task of improving the community where LGBTQ people study, work and live. It is the only organization in three counties in Northern Utah which is educating the community with the goal of reducing homophobia and fear of the unknown. Community presentations include cultural awareness, health issues for gays, and building bridges between the straight and gay communities.

The Rocky Mountain Conference has been a longtime faithful partner in providing a safe haven to Northern Utah’s gay youth. This is deeply appreciated.
