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Mission Medical Clinic (MMC) continues to make good use of the funding from the Rocky Mountain Conference, United Church of Christ. The mission of MMC is to heal the sick in the name of Jesus by providing health care to the poor and needy of El Paso and Teller Counties. We serve adults (18 to 64) with acute and chronic illnesses who have no insurance and who have incomes of less than 200% of the federal poverty level. The clinic has recently expanded our schedule to four 10-hour days, plus an additional 2 hours on Thursday evenings and 4 hours on the first and third Saturdays. In addition to the 264 volunteers, the paid medical staff includes a nurse practitioner, two doctors who work a total of 30 hours each week, sharing the duties of Medical Director, plus the addition of a half-time MD, as well as a Clinical Nurse Administrator and a RN Charge Nurse. In addition to these clinical positions, MMC also has 7 paid Administrative positions for a total paid staff of 8 full time equivalents. This has enabled the clinic administration to meet the goal of the clinic being the medical home environment for both acute and chronic care for many of our patients. This increases the expediency and excellence of care provided due to the continuity of care afforded by this practice.

In the Diabetes Clinic, it is the goal of MMC to educate patients and provide regular check-ups so that their health can be monitored and stabilized, reducing the need for emergency room visits to local hospitals. MMC is able to provide these patients with the tools they need (monitors and strips) and the nutrition information they can use to be in charge of their health. This is the only free diabetes clinic in Colorado Springs. Thus far this fiscal year, the clinic has provided 857 diabetic visits, a 77% increase over last year. We predict that these numbers will continue to rise. 

MMC served 518 individuals in 2008, a 26% increase over the number served in 2007, and the clinic saw a total of 3,635 patient visits from July 1, 2008 to March 31, 2009, a 107% increase over last year. Comparably, the clinic provided $1,806,765.92 in free medications to patients, a 22% increase over last year. Some of the medications were from the clinic dispensary, but a majority of them were provided through the Pharmacy Assistance Program, run by one staff person who supervises 30 volunteers.  

We have also expanded our Dental Clinic services. With 4 rooms, fully equipped with dental chairs, dental equipment and supplies, x-ray and full-mouth x-ray machines, our clinic is able to see an increased number of patients. Thus far this year, we have provided 350 dental visits, a 224% increase over last year.

MMC has a volunteer staff of prayer warriors that are scheduled to be in the clinic when the providers have patients scheduled for care. Every day we experience God’s provision and miracles in our clinic. A common example of this is when a physician determines that a patient needs a certain medication that is not normally in our pharmacy, and through God’s grace, timing, and provision, the pharmacy staff find it on the shelf right when the patient is in need of it. 

Another recent example occurred when a morbidly obese gentleman entered the clinic in a state of severe respiratory distress and was actually blue in color when lying on the exam table. Right when he needed the sleep studies, the sleep lab agreed to accept this referral and provide the studies for this gentleman at no charge. The studies revealed that he needed a bi-pap breathing machine (one that not only pushes air into the lungs, but also pulls it out, similar to a ventilator) to be utilized at his home when he sleeps. The clinic had never had one of these machines donated, but when the need arose, one was donated, right on time. This patient has been using this machine for several weeks with miraculous results. His mobility is improving. He is losing weight and is “brighter” mentally and states that he is beginning to feel so much better than previously. The nurses report that his color is now pink and healthy, as opposed to blue when lying flat. He is a real success story and an example of God’s favor and miraculous intervention through not only our clinic staff, but also through our partnering medical professionals and facilities. 

It is obvious that medical services for the poor are badly needed in this community. We predict that our numbers will continue to increase in this present economy where so many have lost their jobs and/or health insurance. Thank you so much for partnering with us in the last year. Your support is extremely important and is greatly appreciated. It means that we have the necessary supplies and paid support staff to run a smooth operation, providing excellent health care to the poor of our community.

Do not hesitate to contact me if you would like to come over to the clinic and see our beautiful facility and experience, first hand, God’s presence in this place. Also, please call with any questions that you might have: 719-219-3402.
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