Love In the Name of Christ

Love INC of the Yampa Valley

The Mission Statement (purpose) of Love INC of the Yampa Valley:
Love In the Name of Christ of the Yampa Valley mobilizes the Church, in collaboration with area service providers, to meet the unmet needs of individuals.

What has transpired within this past year?  
2008 Clearing House Overview

 Total number of requests received

           1,506

 Number of requests served


           1,501

 Number of requests/needs referred from churches
  98

 Number of requests/needs referred from agencies

492

 Number of requests/needs referred from individuals
785

 Total number of outgoing referrals made by Love INC        2,677

 Number of needs served by churches

           1,186

 Number of needs served by agencies

           1,251

 Number of adults served†

             1,022/1,924

 Number of children (0-18) served†

  680/1,324

 Number of churches serving



 44+

 Number of volunteers mobilized*


          1,921

 Number of agencies/businesses clients used 
             133+

*Some volunteers help more than one time. If a volunteer helped twice in a week, they are counted as two volunteers.

†The first number shows individuals helped and they are listed only once no matter how many times they received help. The second number reflects the repeated helps as if each request was made by a different individual. (For example, if a client received help for food and then for rent, they were listed as two people.) 

In what ways has God worked through Love INC?

Project reports

Community Coat Drive-Area churches provided volunteers who gave out more than 550 coats (plus many new or used gloves, hats, and the like). People throughout the Yampa Valley donated over 600 new and gently used coats and Loyd’s Cleaners in Craig cleaned the used coats and provided a central collection point. Needy individuals in five communities benefited from this project.

Project School Supply-Church and community members donated 102 new backpack filled with school supplies. These were distributed to needy students in 6 Yampa Valley communities.

Car Care Clinic Ministry-Located at First Baptist Church, this ministry is organized by John Furman and run by “small groups” at the church. In 2008 approximately 22 vehicles were given a general once-over for seniors, disabled individuals, and single mothers. Oil changes, help with repairs, and gently-used tires were provided to several needy clients.

Clothing for Kids Ministry-Developed and hosted by Calvary Baptist Church, this ministry was headed by Janet Wright with organizational help from Love INC. In 2008 approximately 56 children, Kindergarten through high school received two NEW sets of clothing. Using a grant from EYPICS, 58 children received new shoes and socks, too. Calvary Baptist Church volunteers carefully boxed or gift-bagged each set and enclosed a lovely gift card from the donor. Then volunteers from Calvary and other churches were organized to deliver the clothing to each child. As a follow-up, each child and family was prayed for and then sent a card letting them know they were in our prayers.
Thanksgiving Meal Ministry-Organized by First Baptist Church and Calvary Baptist Church, this ministry was headed by John Furman and Pat Jones in 2008. This year approximately 45-50 individuals at Sunset Meadow I and II and men and women at one of our local boarding houses and some struggling single parents were served home-cooked, traditional Thanksgiving meals. Volunteers from churches as far away as Loveland came to help serve meals this day.
Used-Furniture Ministry –volunteers were coordinated from several churches to deliver furniture to 83 needy families in Moffat and Routt Counties. 

Food Pantry Ministry –Love INC coordinated churches to make deliveries of food to well over 120 families in 2008.

Personal Needs Ministry – Well over 100 families were given a helping hand through this ministry, most of the needs were hand delivered by church volunteers from First Congregational Church, UCC in Craig.  

Emergency / Transitional Housing Program-This began in July 2008 with a single room at a local boarding house. We have helped several individuals since we started the program and the room is occupied at least 27-28 days out of each month.  

      Although the Love INC strategy used by area churches stresses aid to clients in non-financial ways, it is often determined that financial aid is appropriate. In 2008, Love INC recorded over $20,502.00 in financial aid given from churches to the needy in our community. These needs were all verified through the Love INC Resource Center (Clearinghouse).    
Other Acts of Generous Giving in 2008
Other services such as transportation, gasoline, household goods, personal counseling, prayer, moving assistance, cut firewood deliveries, giving out donations of processed wild game, house cleaning, free laundry and showers, and more were provided to those in need by the volunteers sent from our area churches.

A Love Story                  

   A couple have called repeatedly since July of last year with requests for help with food, transportation, car repair, personal needs, rent, housing, furniture, pet supplies, and etc. Every time they called, we lovingly listened to their requests and referred them to the appropriate agencies for help when agency help was needed and to the appropriate church ministry when church help was needed. As agency resources were exhausted, more and more often church resources were needed. Each time the intake process got longer and longer as Resource Center volunteers tried to get them the appropriate help for their situation without “enabling” them. Recently a larger crisis hit them and the lady cried out for help again. We were able to connect them with a church who had volunteers to help her see that she needed more than things, she needed a relationship with Jesus. She accepted this, gave her life to Jesus, and was baptized! Things are still hard for this couple, but her church and Love INC will continue to work with them to help them see what they need to do to be self-sufficient citizens of our valley and to grow in the love of Christ to be mature, loving Christians as Christ intended for us all to be.  

I apologize again for the length of this report. Feel free to use only the sections that you need. As you can see, our churches are working diligently to meet needs everyday, and Love INC continues to verify those requests to ensure each request is a true need.

Love In the Name of Christ,

Patricia Jones

Executive Director

Love INC of the Yampa Valley






