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Faith Community Service Fund is building a legacy of love and service to our community-thanks to you! A common bond binds us together – the love of God for people. Thanks to selfless giving, sharing, volunteering and loving hearts of our members and member groups, people like you, hundreds of families who’ve found themselves in emergency situations have received kindness, assistance, and a touch of love. This report highlights just a small portion of your labors in love. Mother Teresa said it best, “The important thing is not how much we accomplish, but how much love we put into our deeds every day. That is the measure of our love for God.” Included are some of the everyday deeds of 2008, a small window into the faith, community, service and giving that makeup Faith Community Service Fund. 

2008 has been an incredible year – our service to people of the community continues to grow. Some new areas have developed through the beginning of 2009: 

1st) Since April 2008 through April 2009, 607 families have been served by Faith Community Service Fund (FCSF), Bridges of Hope and mentors. In 2008: 

2nd) FCSF served188 families with $41,000 of Energy Outreach Colorado funding, and $19,000 in donations from you, obtaining 89 Birth Certificates and connecting 19 families to stable faith-group relationships. 

3rd) Bridges of Hope has connected 210 families to professions and skills, expanded to two churches (Fellowship Church on the west side of town, Waypoints on the east side) with 201 volunteers through 2008. Rick Hartman accepted the volunteer Director of Bridges, donating over 1980 hours to this work! 

4th) Windows2Weld formed with a collaborating with Room at the Inn at the Family Resource Center. Over 56 Mentors were trained and 10% of those are actively mentoring families. 

5th) FaithNet is a team-mentoring process, whereby trained teams of volunteers serve a family. One team has formed and is anxiously serving families in mentoring relationships. 

In all, over 1,817 volunteer hours have been shared in 2008, a value of $34,523 given. Finally, 44 faith groups and agencies have partnered together to serve this overlooked and critical area of our community – families struggling to find lasting change. 

As we face a challenging economy, a challenging world in 2009, our need for service grows each day. United Way of Weld County identified the most “unmet need” in this area is emergency rent, utilities and resources. Our mission is to meet those needs, while promoting lasting change- to develop ways to encourage families to stabilize and give back to others. 

Here is one family’s story: 

First Community Service has enabled me to meet an excessive utility obligation that I had acquired, unforeseen, and unbudgeted.  As a single mother of two with one fixed and modest income, I was suddenly overwhelmed with the constant threat of losing my electricity while trying to juggle all these other obligations.

I was referred by a friend (who works at the county social services) to Weld County’s United Way who referred me to Faith Community Service Fund. Before this- I have never received nor sought out any type of assistance, government or otherwise, and my pride almost stopped me from completing the interview.  Once in the door at the First Baptist church, for the interview, I felt an overwhelming sense of love and HOPE.  There, no one passed judgment upon me or my decisions which eventually landed me in this financial short fall.  Instead, there were caring listeners with open minds and helpful information to guide me to resources in order to regain my foot hold once again.

Thank God for this introduction, now I wish to be a volunteer for such a wonderfully indiscriminate community of people who offer HOPE and faith for individuals to accept a one-time assistance in order to get that small island of relief in the ocean of uncertainty and financial recovery for all of us.

Thanks again for all your love to others.

In Christ,

Dale Dowling

Executive Director

970-405-2533

whereisdbd@faithnet.info
P.S. – Our website will be active soon – www.faithnet.info
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