CROSSROADS URBAN CENTER, Salt Lake City, Utah

Crossroads Urban Center is a nonprofit, grassroots organization that assists and organizes low income, disabled, and minority Utahns to meet basic survival needs and to address essential issues affecting quality of life. Established in 1966, Crossroads is a multi-faith, community based project related to the Rocky Mountain Conference of the United Church of Christ.

Among our many programs:

The Luisa E. Lema Emergency Food Pantry is the busiest food pantry in Utah, serving 31,308 households containing 72,969 members in 2008. Our Thrift Store distributed clothing and household goods free of charge to families containing a total of 14,351 people. Holiday Food Distributions at Thanksgiving and Christmas and our emergency fund program also serve thousands.

The Community Food Co-Op of Utah offers low cost, nutritional food while promoting volunteerism. We have over 11,000 members purchasing more than 4,000 food packages each month through 65 volunteer-run distribution teams on the Wasatch Front and beyond.

The Anti-Hunger Action Committee (AHAC) works to ensure that beneficiaries of public assistance programs and low wage workers have a chance to participate in the public policy decisions that affect their lives. In 2008, AHAC members engaged in activities to oppose cuts to Medicaid, and to improve access to public transportation, food stamp benefits, and health care for low income people.

The Coalition of Religious Communities (CORC) (est. 1995) is a statewide group of religious congregations and people of faith from 18 different traditions in Utah whose purpose is to influence public policy by informing and educating government leaders on issues affecting low income people. In 2008, CORC continued to call for the elimination of the food tax, better regulation of payday lenders, and a state earned income tax credit.

The Community Housing Advocacy Project (CHAP) works to preserve and increase low income housing opportunities in Utah. In 2008, CHAP worked to preserve scarce single room occupancy (SRO) housing units in Salt Lake City, merge Section 8 waiting lists in Salt Lake county, and establish a national housing trust fund while identifying resources to expand state and local trust funds.

As the convener of the Utah Poverty Partnership (UPP), Crossroads again brought together dozens of low income people and their allies at the fifth annual Poverty Summit to frame a common agenda in the struggle against poverty.  UPP adopted a ten-year plan to cut extreme poverty and hunger in half, and held quarterly meetings with the Salt Lake City’s Mayor on poverty issues.

