GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP WITH VENEZUELA
Annual Report - 2009

The Global Partners Committee is made up of representatives from the Christian Church (DOC) in the Rocky Mt. Region and the UCC/RMC  and the UEPV from Venezuela. Together we plan trips back and forth to share our common faith in Christ and our concerns about social justice, economic justice and vital worship.  In 2008 we sponsored a spring construction trip, a fall medical trip, and in April 2009 a spring construction trip to Venezuela. The teams are made up of volunteers from churches throughout the Conference and Region. 

Generally, our April trips have involved construction projects selected by the UEPV.  The October trips are focused on medical needs in rural areas served by the UEPV.  Both kinds of trips include wonderful worship services as well as building relationships of trust between all three groups.  The teams are made up of volunteers from churches throughout the conference/region.
A Medical Mission trip is being planned for October 11-19.  Medical experience is helpful but not a requirement to participate.  Registration for this trip closes in mid July.  Please encourage someone from your congregation to consider going.  For more information go to the RMCUCC web site.

In June 2010 we hope to bring a delegation from Venezuela here to share their South American insights into social and economic justice and church growth.  Iliff seminary is interested in offering a short course on Latin American churches and their theology and worship.  The UEPV will send delegates experienced and able to offer insights into this topic.  We hope that UCC and DOC churches will take this opportunity to attend some of the workshops and  to invite Venezuelans to their churches and homes.  Watch for more details as the time nears.

To facilitate communications across the language gap, the GP committee has purchased a translating device, so one translator can be easily heard by up to 10 listeners via ear buds.  This device is similar to those used at the UN!  On the most recent trip it was very successfully put to work.  It will be kept at the RMC office and can be checked out by other groups in the UCC and DOC, with priority given to the GP trips.

Youth trips have not happened in 2008 or 2009 because of lack of applicants.  There is some interest in a youth trip in 2010.  There is also a possibility of focusing future youth trips on college/seminary aged applicants.

Our committee is interested in adding more UCC members to its ranks.  You do not need to be selected by the nomination process to join the committee. Contact Alice Silver or Merv Bangert for further information about the committee or to participate in an upcoming Global Partners short term mission trip.
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