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John Roberto, greets us:  “Meet the iGeneration! The Internet generation. The iPod, iTouch, iPhone, iPad, iEverything generation. They are the first generation to have grown up with the digital tools at their fingertips. They are immersed in a media-saturated, digital, Web 2.0 world. They can get the information they want when they want it, follow an idea in ways that have meaning for them, and jump from one thing to the next as the inspiration hits them. They value communication, collaboration, creativity, and community” (“Teaching & Learning with the iGeneration,” Lifelong Faith, Fall 2010).

I would add for clarity, that the iGeneration is anyone presently 18 years old and younger. Or, to put it in our church context, the iGeneration are those children and youth presently in our Sunday Schools, in our youth groups, in our children’s choirs, in our churches. 
As a result of this group’s emersion into technology from birth, they possess adeptness for multitasking, and a unique learning style based upon non-linear, internet-style linking of information. Many researchers believe the iGerneration is neurologically wired differently than adults, even adults of the generation just ahead of them. 

For this reason the church has an unprecedented plethora of tools to reach out to both the children and youth within our communities of faith and those outside of our communities of faith, and it’s all at our fingertips for those who will invest the time to learn new ways of communicating with the younger generation.  While churches need to examine and set policies for risks management with the use of the internet the following tools are already available and being used to reach the learning styles of the iGeneration. Click here http://www.rmcucc.org/aboutus/Internet_Safety_GuidelinesLg.pdf to access internet safety guidelines produced by the Connecticut Conference.
BLOGS

Blogs can be used in a variety of ways: to explore a specific subject, serve as a personal or social journal, and allow readers to leave comments and remarks. They also allow for pictures and videos as well as for links that lead to further exploration. Roberto notes that blogs “can be tools for peer collaboration, public or private conversation, reflective online portfolios, and lifelong-learning spaces.” 

Knowledge of HTML or other coding is not required, just access to the Internet. Blogs can be set to public or private. The private setting allows only those invited to see and to comment.

FREE BLOGS
Blogger:  www.blogger.com 

 WordPress:  http://wordpress.org
EXAMPLES OF CHILDREN’S CLASSROOM BLOGS 

The Brainwaves (2nd grd):  http://classblogmeister.com/blog.php?blogger_id=148947
Mr. C’s Class Blog (5th grd):  http://mrcsclassblog.blogspot.com
Kindergarten Tales Blog:  http://kdgroom102.blogspot.com
WIKIS

Wikis are collaborative writing spaces where ideas can be shared by allowing users to read, add, and edit files. Videos and pictures can also be uploaded. The most notable wiki site is Wikipedia. Wiki space is great for posting ideas, getting feedback, bouncing thoughts around all in a collaborative way. You can view a wiki space in action by logging onto romococamps.pbworks.com to examine the Conference camp wiki space. Wikis are good for seeking feedback, disseminating pictures or videos, group projects, and outreach to parents. 
FREE WIKI SPACE

Wikispaces for Teachers: www. wikispaces.com/site/for/teachers

PBWorks for Education: http://pbworks.com/content/edu-classroom-teachers (note this is the site which hosts the RMC camp wiki)

Examples of Children’s Wikis

Ms. Lew’s Looney Land of Literacy Wiki (middle school): http://mslew.wikispaces.com
Ms. Webster’s Class Wiki (2nd-3rd grd): http://mswebster.wikispaces.com
Examples of Educational Wikis: http://educationalwikis.wikispaces.com/Examples=of=educational=wikis
Podcasts
Podcasts allows for people to create audio and video content to be distributed on the Internet.  Podcasts can allow for interviews, documenting a trip, producing the results of research, creating a news or radio show, writing a script for a podcast, and others. YouTube is the best known site for podcasts. 

Unlike the previous two, this tool requires a little more equipment than access to the Web. You will need a computer, a microphone, a camera (for videos), and the appropriate editing software.  Besides YouTube, podcasts can be uploaded to blogs, wikis, and church websites. 
Editing Software

Audacity (free): http://audacity.sourceforge.net
GarageBand (free with all Macs)

Storage
Free hosting: www.PodBean.com
Movie Editing

iMovie (Mac)

Movie Maker (Windows)

Videos that meet YouTube specifications: www.youtube.com/video_toolbox
Social Networking
Children and youth are already using social networking sites. Typically, people first use the site in a friendship-based way. They connect to those they already know from school, church, sports leagues and other activities. As they get comfortable, people will seek out those with similar interests and passions. In this interest-based use people are connecting with those outside their immediate world in a peer-based learning that is different than what is experienced at school or work.
For a great example of children’s social networking go to Panwapa, created by the Sesame Workshop: www.Panawapa.com
The question is never should or shouldn’t a church uses these tools, even with their inherent risks. The question is how in what manner does the internet help us to connect and dove tale into the lives of our children and youth in a holistic way that opens up the deeper realms of faith and spirituality? 
While this question is far from being answered, what we do know is that the congregation that does not engage the tools of the internet will be perceived more and more as out of touch and passé by the younger generation.

