Deepening The Faith Base of a Congregation 

 Using “Unbinding The Gospel”
The Concern

In many of our congregations there are only a handful of people who are going deeper in faith on a regular basis.   Without intentional adult faith formation it is very difficult to do stewardship, mission, Christian Education, or any area of church life.    Added to this is the reality that we are inviting very few people to our congregations, because we have forgotten how to share our faith.   Yet, in today’s world, 87% of people who come to a church do so because someone has invited them.  

Unbinding the Gospel Process

Martha Grace Reese is a Disciples pastor who received a Lily Grant to study prayer and evangelism in Mainline Protestant Churches.  She discovered that few Mainline churches are praying and sharing their faith, but those who learn how to do these practices again are very effective.  She has written three books that help congregations go deeper in faith and reach out again to others.

Unbinding the Gospel

This book is to be read by the pastor and a core of leaders.  In each chapter there are exercises to try.    If this group gets excited about the possibilities of prayer and faith sharing, they then plan to move this process to the entire congregation.

Unbinding Your Church

This book is a 3-4 month planning manual to prepare a congregation for an all-church time of prayer and faith sharing called an “E-vent”.  This process requires the recruiting of three key coordinators:

1)  Prayer Coordinator-will recruit a team to pray for the process and to plan all church prayer events.

2) Small Group Coordinator-will help recruit and train small group leaders for the E-vent.

3) E-vent Coordinator-will help to oversee the entire process.

Unbinding Your Heart

The process culminates in a 40 day “sabbatical” for a congregation in which committee meetings and programs are put aside.  Every member is given Unbinding Your Heart, which a mini-version of Unbinding the Gospel, and 40 days of prayer exercises.  Each person is encouraged to do the daily exercises and meet in a small group once a week for six weeks.   Out of this process come tremendous energy and a renewed sense of prayer and faith sharing.  Many churches do this 40 days during Advent or Lent and conclude it with a major event in which members can invite others.
Would this process benefit your Congregation?
A Core Discipleship Process
As congregations generate excitement and energy, they tend to change their administrative discipleship process.
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Resources

The three Reese books found at gracenet.info

1. Kicking Habits, by Tom Bandy

2. Power Surge, by Michael Foss

3. I Refuse to Lead a Dying Church, by Paul Nixon










